SATISFACTION AND DISSATISFACTION
from a recapitulation theory.   But its success may be taken
as some support of that theory.
There seems to be no doubt that boys do have the Boy
scoud instincts strongly developed. And that is about
all that direct observation shows in favour of the Recapitu-
lation Theory. On the other hand, it seems probable enough
from analogy, indeed once the facts of anatomical recapitu-
lation become realized, the mind almost inevitably passes
on to a similar assumption in the province of the instincts,
It has been urged against recapitulation, by Thorndike, that
the sex impulses, which must have come very early in the
race, come very late in the individual. This is, perhaps,
hardly a fair objection. The sex impulses occupy a rather
special position in the theory, for the steps of development
all lead up to the sexually mature form. It is as though
indeed the whole matter were a postponement of sex to a
later and later stage, as though sex development stopped
the cycle l And so the present late stage of sex develop-
ment is quite in accord with previous phases. Possibly,
too, the Freudian conception of sex having its roots away
back in infancy is not without some bearing on this.
A more serious objection could, I think, be based on what
was discussed under the heading of play. According to the
suggestions there advanced, the higher animals differ from
those lower in the scale by reason of their less fixed instincts,
in place of which they have vaguer instinctive tendencies
which are moulded during an educative period whose natural
method is the method of play. In their development out
of lower animals, therefore, these higher animals have not
simply added new instincts to a previous list, they have
totally recast those previous instincts; what they have
added is not merely additive, it is revolutionary, and so,
however tempting it may be, the Recapitulation Theory, in
its crude form, must be rejected. There can be nothing
1 If Axolotl (see page 75) becomes sexually mature in the water-
breathing form, the tune necessary to produce metamorphosis to the
land form (by feeding with thyroid) is increased by 25 to 50 per cent.
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